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E. A.

WALLIS BUDGE.

"Very timely and

will

Three Vols.

be received with delight

in

many

at

of

"A

all

.

.

.We

con-

interested in Egyptian literature

handy form of the third volume of Dr. Budge's elaborate edition
Dead. The learned world is by this time pretty well agreed
the value of this translation, and one can only express gratitude to the

reprint in

of the

as to

Book

of the

publishers for bringing

it

within the reach of

many whom

former volume would have prevented from possessing
of Theology.
'

quarters.

upon the opportunity of securing
least this intensely interesting and valuable memorial of the religious beliefs
Seminary Magazine
a great and a vanished people."

gratulate

'

Price, $3.75 net.

Everything has been done here

to present to the

it."

the high price of the

American Journal

English reader the Egyptian

funeral texts in a complete and thoroughly intelligible form

and all but speon Egyptian studies will find it to their profit to procure the present admirable edition." Presbyterian and Reformed Review.
:

cialists
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publication of this work, certainly the most complete and exhaustive English his-

Kingdom from the earliest times which we possess, may be said without
mark an epoch in Egyptological studies in this country." Glasgow Herald.

tory of the Egyptian

undue eulogy

to

we have a graphic history of the period written from a careful study
monumental records that have survived the downfall of the nation. They are indispensable to the student of those ancient times, and will make the history of the Old Testament seem more real." Syracuse Messenger.
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BY THE EDITOR.

Herbert Spencer's life is concluded. He died during the
month at the advanced age of eighty-three years. And
He was permitted to work out his phihow happy was his fate
losophy in all its details and he witnessed its gradual spread over
Not the least part of his success is due
the whole civilised world.
to the interest that was taken in his labors by American thinkers,
for he attained fame in his own country only after having found

MR.

last

!

recognition abroad.
In his private

He

life

Mr. Spencer was simple and unostentatious.

did not marry and lived solely for his literary work, the fur-

therance and completion of which was his highest ambition.

Mr. Spencer was a most ardent advocate of evolution, and some
even declare that he was the inventor and first
champion of this doctrine, a claim which, however, cannot be
of his disciples

—

maintained.

Mr. Spencer is the classical exponent of agnosticism, the philosophy of nescience which characterises the period of transition
from blind faith in authority to a world-conception based upon sci-

He propounded
deny the assertions
scarcely himself aware

ence.

his theory of the

to

of

Unknowable

as a

means

the established religion, but became

of the fact that

he dug the grave

for

any

kind of affirmation, untrue and true, wrong and legitimate, irrational and scientific, leaving nothing but negations. He cut off not
only the pretensions of superstition, but also the

knowledge. While his philosophy did not
which progressive thinkers expected from it,

life

fulfil
it

of all

genuine

the expectation

served the needs of

THE OPEN COURT.

2

the time and created a

demand

for

something better and higher

than the self-satisfied dogmatism of tradition.
Mr. Spencer's great merit consists in having for the

first

time

worked out for the English speaking world the comprehensive system of a synthetic philosophy. The enthusiasm with which he devoted himself to this task, the personal sacrifices which he brought
for it, and the diligence and energy which he showed in its completion, are worthy of our highest admiration.
The ideas which Mr. Spencer set forth were so novel in his
English surroundings that they were felt to be revolutionary in
almost all the walks of life, and his pen was trenchant whether he
wrote on ceremonial institutions, on education, on ethics, on first
principles and kindred questions of abstract thought, or on topics
If the propositions which he
suggested by the natural sciences.
suggested did not always find ready acceptance, they certainly set
the world to thinking and in this respect his influence was wholesome, because stimulating. In his younger days he was quite iconbut with the advance of years he grew more conservative.
His disciples and admirers, of whom he has many, recruit themselves from the ranks of liberals and radicals, and mainly from the

oclastic,

multitudes of unprofessional thinkers.

The time has not

yet

come

for the historian of

philosophy

to

on Mr. Spencer's system and adjudge its
He belongs too much
place in the evolution of human thought.
to the present generation, and it is difficult to form an impartial
opinion while the battle is raging. But that much will be granted,

pronounce a

that

final verdict

most assuredly, Mr. Spencer has become a factor

in the his-

tory of philosophy which none, be he his friend or antagonist, can
afford to pass

ical

by unnoticed.

Our frontispiece, the portrait of Mr. Herbert Spencer, is reproduced from the " Philosophand Psychological Portrait Series" published by The Open Court Publishing Company.
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